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Charlotte
Armstrong
The Chocolate
Cobweb
Introduction by
A.J. Finn

A young artist investigates her mysterious origins in
search of her true self but finds only peril therein
When Amanda Garth was born, a nearly-disastrous mix-up caused the hospital
to briefly hand her over to the prestigious Garrison family instead of to her birth
parents. The error was quickly fixed, Amanda was never told, and the secret was
forgotten for twenty-three years . . . until her aunt thoughtlessly revealed it.
But what if the initial switch never actually occurred, and what if the real accident
was Amanda’s being “returned” to the wrong parents? After all, her artistic proclivities are far more aligned with painter Tobias, patriarch of the Garrison clan,
than with the uncreative duo that raised her. Searching for her true identity within
her aunt’s anecdote, Amanda calls on her almost-family, only to discover that the
fantasy life she imagines is not at all like reality. Instead, she encounters a web of
lies and suspicions that ensnares her almost immediately, and, over a murky cup of
hot chocolate, realizes something deadly lurks just beneath the surface. . . .
Mixing tense family drama with edge-of-your-seat psychological suspense, The
Chocolate Cobweb finds the “mistress of day-lit terror” at the top of her game
(New York Times). The book, adapted to film by Claude Chabrol in 2006, remains
as fresh today as it was when Armstrong wrote it over seventy years ago.
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“Psychologically rich, intricately plotted and
full of dark surprises, Charlotte Armstrong’s
suspense tales feel as vivid and fresh today as a
half century ago.”—Megan Abbott
“In the best sense of the term, a novel of suspense.
. . . Skillfully handled.”—New York Times

Charlotte Armstrong (19051969) was an Edgar Award-winning American author of mystery short stories and novels.
Several of her books were made
into films, including Mischief
(which became Don’t Bother to
Knock), The Unsuspected, and The
Chocolate Cobweb, her fifth novel, which served as the basis for
Claude Chabrol’s Merci pour la
Chocolat.
Armstrong began her career as
a playright, with two of her works being produced on Broadway, but didn’t
achieve real success until turning to mystery fiction. Over the course of
her career, she published twenty-nine novels, both under her own name as
well as under the pen name Jo Valentine. Today, she is recognized as one
of the biggest names in mid-century domestic suspense.

A. J. Finn is the author of the New York Times-bestselling thriller The Woman in
the Window. A native of New York, Finn worked as an editor both in England
and the US before turning to fiction.

PB ISBN 978-1-61316-167-8, $15.95 • HC ISBN 978-1-61316-166-1, $25.95
MAY • 5.25X8 • 264pp.

Erle Stanley
Gardner
The Case of the
Baited Hook
A Perry Mason Mystery
Introduction by
Otto Penzler
Perry Mason risks his freedom to prove the innocence of
an unidentified client
The bait is half of a $10,000 bill, delivered to Perry Mason by a man who promises the second half of the note should his companion, a silent masked woman,
ever require the lawyer’s services. When a dead body is discovered soon after,
Mason feels the hook—but how can one prove the innocence of a person whose
identity is unknown?
Suspecting that he’s been set-up, but curious nonetheless, Perry sets out to solve
the mystery from the ground up, beginning with the face behind the veil. The
more he learns, the more complex his investigation becomes. Uncovering a convoluted case of stock fraud, divorce, and inheritance, Mason’s nearly left reeling—that is until, with the help of Della Street and Paul Drake, he pulls off one
of his most daring gambits ever to finally cast light on the killer.
Filled with memorable characters, a multitude of motives, and just a few red
herrings, The Case of the Baited Hook is classic Perry Mason, showcasing the character’s brilliance and pizazz with a plot that pushes his powers into overdrive. As
puzzling as it is entertaining, the book exemplifies the style that made Erle Stanley Gardner one of the most popular authors of the twentieth century.
6

“[Erle Stanley Gardner’s] Mason books remain
tantalizing on every page and brilliant.”
—Scott Turow
“The best American writer, of course, is Erle
Stanley Gardner”—Evelyn Waugh
“Amazing originality.”—New York Times
Erle Stanley Gardner (18891970) was the best-selling
American author of the 20th
century, mainly due to the
enormous success of his Perry Mason series, which numbered more than 80 novels and
inspired a half-dozen motion
pictures, radio programs, and a
long-running television series
that starred Raymond Burr.
Having begun his career as a
pulp writer, Gardner brought a
hard-boiled style and sensibility to the early Mason books, but gradually
developed into a more classic detective story novelist, showing enough
clues to allow the astute reader to solve the mystery. For more than a quarter of a century he wrote more than a million words a year under his own
name and numerous pseudonyms, the most famous being A.A. Fair.

Otto Penzler, the creator of American Mystery Classics, is an award-winning publisher, critic, anthologist, and editor of mystery fiction best known
as the founder of the Mysterious Press (1975), MysteriousPress.com (2011),
and New York City’s Mysterious Bookshop (1979).
PB ISBN 978-1-61316-174-6, $15.95 • HC ISBN 978-1-61316-172-2, $25.95
JUNE • 5.25X8 • 264pp. • WORLD

Joel Townsley
Rogers
The Red Right
Hand
Introduction by
Joe R. Lansdale

In this genre-defying masterpiece, one man’s investigation
into a night of wickedness unleashes surreal horrors…
After the death of Inis St. Erme, Dr. Henry Riddle retraces the man’s final moments, searching for the moment of his fatal mis-step. Was it when he and his
bride-to-be first set out to elope in Vermont? Or did his deadly error occur
later—perhaps when they picked up the terrifying sharp-toothed hitch-hiker, or
when the three stopped at “Dead Bridegroom’s Pond” for a picnic?
As he searches for answers, Riddle discovers a series of bizarre coincidences
that leave him questioning his sanity and his innocence. After all, he too walked
those wild, deserted roads the night of the murder, stranded and struggling to
get home to New York City. The more he reflects, his own memories become
increasingly uncertain, arresting him with nightmarish intensity and veering into
the irrational territory of pure terror—that is until an utterly satisfying solution
emerges from the depths, logical enough to send the reader back through the
narrative to see the clues they missed.

8

An extraordinary whodunnit that is as puzzling as it is terrifying, Joel Townsley
Rogers’s The Red Right Hand is a surreal masterpiece that defies classification. It
was identified by crime fiction scholar Jack Adrian as “one of the dozen or so
finest mystery novels of the 20th century.”

“It is a strange and terrifying story, and the
solution of the mystery, while perfectly logical, is
not at all what one is led to suspect.”
—New York Times
“This logical nightmare is completely undefinable
and incapable of synopsis…something unique
and exciting.”—Anthony Boucher
Joel Townsley Rogers (18961984) was a hugely prolific writer of short stories and novellas
across several genres, including
mystery, adventure, and science
fiction, most of which were
published in pulp magazines.
Born in Sedalia, MO, Rogers
studied at Harvard before joining the navy air corps, where he
was among the first flyers ever.
After leaving the service, Rogers
used that experience to write the
tales of airborne adventure that first got his authorial career off the ground.
He went on to write numerous stories and several novels as well, of which
The Red Right Hand is by far his most well-known; it was adapted from a
story published in New Detective.

Joe R. Lansdale is the author of over thirty novels and numerous short stories,
perhaps best known today for his Hap & Leonard series. His work has received
the Edgar Award, eight Bram Stoker Awards, the Horror Writers Association
Lifetime Achievement Award, and many, many other accolades. He lives in
Nacogdoches, Texas with his wife, dog, and two cats.
PB ISBN 978-1-61316-133-3, $15.95 • HC ISBN 978-1-61316-132-6, $25.95
JULY • 5.25X8 • 264pp. • WORLD

W.
Bolingbroke
Johnson
The Widening
Stain
Introduction by
Nicholas A. Basbanes
Murder and theft disrupt a university library, and it’s up to
the chief cataloger to close the book on the crimes
For the staff of the library at the center of The Widening Stain, it’s easy enough
to dismiss the death of a woman who fell from a rolling ladder as nothing more
than an unfortunate accident. It’s more difficult, however, to explain away the
strangled corpse of a man found inside a locked room, surrounded by rare and
obscure erotica.
And that’s not all—a valuable manuscript has vanished from the stacks, which
means that both a killer and a thief are loose in the facility’s hallowed halls. It’s
up to chief cataloger Gilda Gorham to solve the crimes but, unless she’s careful,
the next death in the library might just be her own...
A humorous and literary Golden Age mystery, The Widening Stain is adorned with
as many playful limericks as it is with bibliographic details. The book, which
offers a satirical glimpse of academic life at an institution strongly resembling
Cornell University, is one of the most beloved bibliomysteries (mysteries involving books) of all time.
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“Baffling . . . a good story with an academic
atmosphere.”—New York Times
“[A] smart and humorous classic.”
—Mystery Scene

W. Bolingbroke Johnson was
the pseudonym of Morris
Bishop (1893-1973), an American scholar, historian, essayist,
translator, and versifier.
While best known for his writings on the Middle Ages and
his work with light verse, he
was an authority on many subjects, including the history of
Cornell University, where he
taught and served as the university historian, eventually
publishing the definitive history of the university. The Widening Stain is
his only work of fiction.

Nicholas A. Basbanes is the author of nine works of cultural history, with a
particular emphasis on various aspects of books, book history, and book culture. In addition to his books, Basbanes has written for numerous newspapers,
magazines, and journals, including the New York Times, Los Angeles Times, and
Washington Post, and lectures widely on a variety of cultural subjects. Among his
most well-known titles are A Gentle Madness: Bibliophiles, Bibliomanes, and the Eternal Passion for Books and On Paper: The Everything of Its Two Thousand Year History.
PB ISBN 978-1-61316-171-5, $15.95 • HC ISBN 978-1-61316-169-2, $25.95
AUGUST • 5.25X8 • 264pp. • WORLD

Coming Winter 2020 from

AMERICAN
MYSTERY
CLASSICS

Cornell
Woolrich
Waltz into
Darkness
Introduction by
Wallace Stroby

The chronicle of one man’s descent into madness, from
“the supreme master of suspense.” (New York Times)
When New Orleans coffee merchant Louis Durand first meets his bride-to-be
after a months-long courtship by mail, he’s shocked that she doesn’t match the
photographs sent with her correspondence. But Durand has told his own fibs,
concealing the details of his wealth, and so he mostly feels fortunate to find
her so much more beautiful than expected. Soon after they marry, however, he
becomes convinced that the woman in his life is not the woman with whom he
exchanged letters, a fact that becomes unavoidable when she suddenly disappears with his fortune.
Alone, desperate, and inexplicably love-sick, Louis quickly descends into madness, obsessed with finding Julia and bringing her to justice—and simply with
seeing her again. He engages the services of a private detective to do so, embarking on a search that spans the southeast of the country. When he finally tracks
her down, the nightmare truly begins…
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A dark tale of the destructive power of love, Waltz into Darkness is a classic
“femme fatale” narrative that shows “the father of the modern suspense story”
(LA Times) at the top of his unsettling craft. It has been adapted for film twice,
most notably serving as the basis for Francois Truffaut’s Mississippi Mermaid.

“Of all the authors whose forte was turning our
spines to columns of ice, the supreme master of
the art, the Hitchcock of the written word, was
Cornell Woolrich.”—Believer Magazine
“It is high time Woolrich was rediscovered.”
—Los Angeles Times
“One of the great masters.”—Ellery Queen
Cornell Woolrich (1903–
1968) is the pen name most
often employed by one of
America’s best crime and noir
writers, whose other pseudonyms included George Hopley and William Irish, the
moniker under which Waltz
into Darkness was first published.
His novels were among the
first to employ the atmosphere,
outlook, and impending sense
of doom that came to be characterized as noir, and inspired some of
the most famous films of the period, including Alfred Hitchcock’s Rear
Window, Francois Truffaut’s The Bride Wore Black, The Phantom Lady,
and celebrated B-movies such as The Leopard Man and Black Angel.
Wallace Stroby is an award-winning journalist and the author of eight
novels, including Some Die Nameless, published in 2018, and four titles featuring professional thief Crissa Stone. A native of Long Branch, N.J., he’s a
lifelong resident of the Jersey Shore.
PB ISBN 978-1-61316-152-4, $15.95 • HC ISBN 978-1-61316-151-7, $25.95
JANUARY • 5.25X8 • 288pp. • WORLD

Ellery Queen
The Siamese
Twin Mystery
An Ellery Queen Mystery
Introduction by
Otto Penzler

Ellery Queen takes refuge from a wildfire at a remote
mountain house, arriving just before the owner is murdered...
When Ellery Queen and his father encounter a raging forest fire during a mountain drive, the only direction to go is up—up a winding dirt road that leads to an
isolated hillside manor, inhabited by a secretive surgeon and his diverse guests.
Trapped by the fire, the Queens settle into the uneasy atmosphere of their surroundings; the tension rises the following morning when their host is discovered
dead, apparently shot while playing solitaire the night before.

The only clue is a torn six of spades. The suspects include a society beauty, a
suspicious valet, and a pair of conjoined twins. When another murder follows,
and a torn jack of diamonds is discovered, left as a dying clue, the killer inside
the house becomes as threatening as the mortal flames outside its walls. Faced
with a complex set of alibis, motives, and evidence, Ellery Queen must rely on
his powers of deduction and logic to uncover the murderer’s identity—but can
he solve this whodunnit before the fire devours its subjects?
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Featuring bizarre circumstances, eerie atmosphere, and a dazzling solution, The
Siamese Twin Mystery is a fair play mystery in which the reader has all the necessary information needed to solve the puzzle. The seventh Ellery Queen novel
(which can be read in any order) finds the legendary sleuth facing one of the most
memorable cases of his career.

“A new Ellery Queen book has always been
something to look forward to.”
—Agatha Christie
“Ellery Queen is the American detective
novel.”—Anthony Boucher
“A genre giant.”—Publishers Weekly
Ellery Queen was a pen
name created and shared by
two cousins, Frederic Dannay
(1905–1982) and Manfred B.
Lee (1905–1971), as well as the
name of their most famous detective. Born in Brooklyn, they
spent forty-two years writing,
editing, and anthologizing under the name, gaining a reputation as the foremost American authors of the Golden Age
“fair play” mystery.

Although eventually famous
on television and radio, Queen’s first appearance came in 1928 when
the cousins won a mystery-writing contest with the book that would
be published as The Roman Hat Mystery. Besides co-writing the Queen
novels, Dannay founded Ellery Queen’s Mystery Magazine, one of the
most influential crime publications of all time.

Otto Penzler, the creator of American Mystery Classics, is an award-winning publisher, critic, anthologist, and editor of mystery fiction best known
as the founder of the Mysterious Press (1975), MysteriousPress.com (2011),
and New York City’s Mysterious Bookshop (1979).
PB ISBN 978-1-61316-155-5, $15.95 • HC ISBN 978-1-61316-154-8, $25.95
FEBRUARY • 5.25X8 • 288pp. • WORLD

John P.
Marquand
Your Turn,
Mr. Moto
A Mr. Moto Mystery
Introduction by
Lawrence Block
An American pilot of dwindling fame slips from grace in Tokyo
and lands in the hands of Japan’s most cunning spy...
During World War I, Casey Lee was one of the best pilots around, heralded as
a hero. But now the war’s over, the Depression is on, and the time for heroes has
passed, leaving Lee washed up and desperate for work. When a tobacco company suggests he fly from Japan to North America, a feat which has never been accomplished, Lee jumps at the opportunity. Unfortunately, the idea is abandoned
soon after he arrives in Tokyo, and he receives the news in the midst of one of
the daily drinking binges with which he now passes the time.

Stranded in a foreign land with wavering loyalty to his home country, Lee has
few friends, but his situation changes suddenly when he meets the intriguing
Mr. Moto, a Japanese man who takes a particular interest in the down-and-out
pilot. By the time he meets Sonya, Moto’s beautiful Russian colleague, Casey
has unknowingly entered into a plot of international espionage at the service of
Japan’s imperial interests—but will he realize the severity of his situation before
it’s too late?
The first installment in Pulitzer Prize-winner John P. Marquand’s iconic mystery series, Your Turn, Mr. Moto was the novel that introduced Japan’s most skillful spy, famously portrayed by Peter Lorre in a series of films.
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“A professional entertainer, and one of the
best.”—Malcolm Cowley
“The Marquand novels are great fun.”—Harper’s
“A gifted storyteller.”—Washington Post

John P. Marquand (1893–
1960) was a Pulitzer Prize–
winning author, best known
for his satirical novels lampooning New England high
society. Marquand was also
a regular contributor to the
Saturday Evening Post, where,
in the serialized Your Turn,
Mr. Moto (originally titled No
Hero), he debuted the wildly
successful Moto character.

Though the author thought of
these popular adventure novels
as less serious works than his satirical writing, it was with them that
he cemented his position in the history of mystery fiction; to this day
they are revered for their portrayal of the political atmosphere between
America, Japan, and China in the years before WWII, as well as their
top-notch suspense and intrigue.

Lawrence Block is a Mystery Writers of America Grand Master who has
been writing award-winning mystery and suspense fiction for over half a century. In addition to several popular series characters, Block’s novels include
dozens of standalone mysteries, as well as other titles in a range of genres.
PB ISBN 978-1-61316-157-9, $15.95 • HC ISBN 978-1-61316-156-2, $25.95
MARCH • 5.25X8 • 264pp. • WORLD (Excluding British Commonwealth)

Mary Roberts
Rinehart
The Haunted
Lady
A Hilda Adams Mystery
Introduction by
Otto Penzler
Someone’s trying to kill the head of the Fairbanks estate,
and only her nurse can protect her...
The arsenic in her sugar bowl was wealthy widow Eliza Fairbanks’ first clue
that somebody wanted her dead. The nightly plagues of bats, birds, and rats
unleashed in her bedroom were the second indication, an obvious attempt to
scare the life out of the delicate dowager. So instead of calling the exterminator,
Eliza calls the cops, who send Hilda Adams—“Miss Pinkerton” to the folks at
the bureau—to go undercover and investigate.
Hilda Adams is a nurse, not a detective—at least, not technically speaking. But
then, nurses do have the opportunity to see things that the police can’t, and to
witness the inner workings of a household when the authorities aren’t around.
From the moment Adams arrives at the Fairbanks mansion, confronted by a
swarm of shady and oddball relatives, many of whom seem desperate for their
inheritance, it’s clear that something unseemly is at work in the estate. But not
even she is prepared for the web of intrigue that awaits her therein.

20

Reissued for the first time in over twenty years, and featuring one of Mary
Roberts Rinehart’s only series characters, The Haunted Lady is the thrilling follow-up to Miss Pinkerton, also available from American Mystery Classics. The
books can be read in any order.

“Each murder mystery that Mary Roberts
Rinehart writes seems at the time to be better
than those that have gone before, and this
one is no exception. How does she do it?”
—New York Times
Mary Roberts Rinehart
(1876-1958) was the most beloved and best-selling mystery
writer in America in the first
half of the twentieth century. Born in Pittsburgh to the
owner of a sewing machine
factory, she wrote fiction in her
spare time until a stock market crash sent her and her husband into debt, forcing her to
lean on her writing to pay the
bills. Her first two novels, The
Circular Staircase (1908) and
The Man in Lower Ten (1909), established her as a bright young talent,
and it wasn’t long before she was a regular on bestseller lists. Among her
dozens of novels was The Bat (1932), which was one of the inspirations
for Bob Kane’s Batman. Today, Rinehart is often called the American
Agatha Christie, even though she was much more popular than Christie
during her heyday.
Otto Penzler, the creator of American Mystery Classics, is an award-winning publisher, critic, anthologist, and editor of mystery fiction best known as the
founder of the Mysterious Press (1975), MysteriousPress.com (2011), and New
York City’s Mysterious Bookshop (1979).
PB ISBN 978-1-61316-160-9, $15.95 • HC ISBN 978-1-61316-159-3, $25.95
APRIL • 5.25X8 • 264pp. • WORLD

Now Available from

AMERICAN
MYSTERY
CLASSICS
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Charlotte Armstrong,
The Unsuspected
Introduction by Otto Penzler
In Armstrong’s breakout novel, two
young people gaslight and manipulate
their way into the inner circle of the
powerful producer who killed their
friend, and join forces to take him down.
Adapted for the classic film noir of the
same name directed by Michael Curtiz.

“Psychologically rich, intricately plotted
and full of dark surprises, Charlotte
Armstrong’s suspense tales feel as vivid
and fresh today as a half century ago.”
—Megan Abbott
“Superb. ”—Publishers Weekly
(Starred Review)

«
PW

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-123-4
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-122-7
5.25" X 8" • 264pp. • WORLD

Anthony Boucher,
Rocket to the Morgue
Introduction by F. Paul Wilson
In this roman a clef, the sleuthing nun
Sister Ursala helps the police find out
who’s behind a series of attempted murders, and dives headfirst into the world
of golden age science fiction writers to
do so. Featuring characters based on
sci-fi luminaries such as Robert Heinlein and John W. Campbell.
“Stellar . . . Along with his usual
cleverness in playing fair, Boucher
offers a witty satire of SF and fantasy
authors of the era.”—Publishers Weekly
(Starred Review)

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-136-4
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-135-7
5.25" X 8" • 224pp. • WORLD

«
PW

John Dickson Carr,
The Mad Hatter
Mystery
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Introduction by Otto Penzler
In this standout puzzler, series sleuth
Dr. Gideon Fell is hired to retrieve a
stolen Edgar Allan Poe manuscript and
soon gets drawn into a bizarre plot of
top hat theft, murder, and the Tower of
London.
“[The Mad Hatter Mystery] is the most
attractive mystery I have read for a long
time.”—Dorothy Sayers

«

Selected as a Publishers Weekly Best
Summer Read, 2019

PW

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-133-3
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-132-6
5.25" X 8" • 312pp. • US & CANADA

John Dickson Carr,
The Crooked Hinge
Introduction by Charles Todd
Selected by a panel of twelve mystery
luminaries as one of the ten best impossible crime mysteries of all time, and
included on the Haycraft-Queen list of
the corenerstones of detective fiction,
The Crooked Hinge is a creepy and atmospheric puzzle.
“A masterpiece of eerie skill.”—New
York Times
“This is an all-time classic by an author
scrupulous about playing fair with his
readers. Golden age fans won’t want to
miss it.”—Publishers Weekly
PW
(Starred Review)

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-130-2
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-129-6
5.25”X8” • 288pp. • US & CANADA
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Mignon G. Eberhart,
Murder by an
Aristocrat

«

Introduction by Nancy Pickard
Nurse Sarah Keate visits a mansion to
care for a man recovering from a gunshot wound, and stays when her charge
is murdered.
““Outstanding . . . a suspenseful
amateur-sleuth tale sure to entrance
those eager to ferret out the killer. . . .
Eberhart is often compared to Agatha
Christie, and while the similarities are
evident, there is one big difference:
Eberhart is a much better stylist.”
book
list
—Booklist (Starred)

«

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-148-7
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-147-0
5.25”X8” • 288pp. • WORLD

Erle Stanley Gardner,
The Case of the
Careless Kitten
Introduction by Otto Penzler
Gardner’s iconic lawyer detective Perry
Mason risks disbarment to clear an innocent woman’s name—and gets some
help from a kitten in the process.
“[Erle Stanley Gardner’s] Mason books
remain tantalizing on every page and
brilliant.”—Scott Turow
“No one has ever matched Gardner for
swift, sure exposition, and this vintage
case shows America’s lawyer taking on a
delightfully unexpected role.”—Kirkus

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-116-6
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-115-9
5.25" X 8" • 264pp. • WORLD

Frances Noyes Hart,
The Bellamy Trial
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Introduction by
Hank Phillippi Ryan
In this pioneering courtroom mystery,
love triangles, deceptions, and lies are
all untangled on the witness stand in a
search for a young woman’s killer.
“It has never been excelled by its long
line of progeny as a courtroom drama.
. . . A must-read for nostalgia buffs,
this seminal tale of legal intrigue holds
up remarkably well even for casual
fans.”—Kirkus
“Perry Mason fans will rejoice.”
—Publishers Weekly

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-144-9
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-120-3
5.25" X 8" • 336pp. • WORLD

H.F. Heard,
A Taste for Honey
Introduction by Otto Penzler
After his beekeeper is stung to death by
a breed of killer bees, a man whose life
is dedicated to honey and solitude gets
drawn into a murder investigation by a
neighbor who bears a striking resemblance to Sherlock Holmes.
“Sinister, the suspense cuts down respiration 40%, and it’s a tale well and truly
told.”—Rex Stout
“Engaging and terrifying.”
—Christopher Morley
“A very clever thriller.”
—Raymond Chandler

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-121-0
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-120-3
5.25" X 8" • 216pp. • WORLD

Dorothy B. Hughes,
Dread Journey

26

Introduction by Sarah Weinman
On a cross-country train ride, a young
actress fears that her producer is planning her murder—but will her travelling companions be enough to keep
her safe?
“Every sentence is suffused with
dread.”—Los Angeles Review of Books
“The perfect in-flight read. The only
thing that’s dated is the long-distance
train.”—Kirkus

«

“Cornell Woolrich meets Agatha
Christie in this taut, grim reissue”
PW
—Publishers Weekly (Starred)

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-146-3
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-145-6
5.25" X 8" • 216pp. • WORLD

Dorothy B. Hughes,
The So Blue Marble
Introduction by Otto Penzler
The first novel from the author of In a
Lonely Place and The Expendable Man
finds a young woman pursued through
the upper echelons of Manhattan society by a pair of bloodthirsty twins who
will stop at nothing to get the powerful jewel they believe her to possess. A
perfectly Art Deco suspense novel in
which nothing is as it seems.
“The debut by one of the great American suspense writers will suck you in
even as it makes you keep asking, ‘Did I
kirkus
just read that?’ ”—Kirkus
kirkus
(Starred review)

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-105-0
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-111-1
5.25" X 8" • 216pp. • WORLD

Frances & Richard
Lockridge,
Death on the Aisle
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Introduction by Otto Penzler
Mr. and Mrs. North are the most
quick-witted—and the most entertaining—crime-solving couple in all
of New York City, and their most recent case finds them searching for the
killer of a Broadway producer. This
light-hearted mystery is a must-read for
fans of theatre.
“Delicious . . . An enormously engaging old-school mystery.”—Booklist
(Starred review)
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Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-118-0
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-117-3
5.25" X 8" • 264pp. • WORLD

Stuart Palmer,
The Puzzle of the
Happy Hooligan
Introduction by Otto Penzler
In a puzzling mystery that doubles as
a humorous send-up of classic Hollywood, sleuthing schoolteacher Hildegarde Withers takes a summer job on
a film set, but ends up solving a lockedroom murder instead.
“Will keep you laughing and guessing
from the first page to the last.”
—New York Times
“Entertaining. Original.”—Kirkus

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-104-3
Hardcover, $25.9, ISBN 978-1-61316-114-2
5.25" X 8" • 216pp. • WORLD
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Ellery Queen,
The Chinese Orange
Mystery
Introduction by Otto Penzler
In the New York offices of a stamp collector and foreign literature publisher,
Ellery Queen stumbles upon “one of
the most bizarre puzzles in crime fiction” (Publishers Weekly): a corpse whose
clothing has been turned around, found
in a room in which all the furniture has
been similarly reversed. A “fair play”
mystery ensues.
“Without doubt the best of the Queen
stories.”—New York Times

«
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Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-106-7
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-110-4
5.25" X 8" • 312pp. • WORLD

Ellery Queen,
The Dutch Shoe
Mystery
Introduction by Otto Penzler
When a wealthy philanthropist is discovered strangled on the operating table, before the surgery meant to save her
life, Ellery Queen struggles with one
of the most confounding locked-room
mysteries of his career, and delivers one
of his “brainiest” solutions (Kirkus).
“Exceptional . . . a genuine treat for
those who love to match wits with fictional detectives. ”—Publishers Weekly
(Starred review)

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-127-2
Hardcover, $25.9, ISBN 978-1-61316-126-5
5.25" X 8" • 312pp. • WORLD
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Patrick Quentin,
A Puzzle for Fools
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Introduction by Otto Penzler
In the first entry in the Peter Duluth
series, co-written by Sweeney Todd author Hugh Wheeler, the crime-solving
Broadway producer enters a sanitarium
to dry out and becomes involved in the
search for a maniacal killer—but is the
murderer an inmate, or an orderly?
“Another absolute gem unearthed by
Otto Penzler and included in his American Mystery Classics series. . . . What a
find!”—Booklist (Starred review)
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Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-125-8
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-124-1
5.25" X 8" • 264pp. • WORLD

Clayton Rawson,
Death From a Top Hat
Introduction by Otto Penzler
Sleuth, store owner, and magician The
Great Merlini solves two puzzling
locked-room murders set in the bizarre
and occult world of stage magic, spiritists, and tarot card readers in 1930s
New York.
“Any devotee of the locked-room mystery should quickly acquire Clayton
Rawson’s lively ‘Death From a Top
Hat,’—Washington Post
“One of the all-time greatest impossible murder mysteries.” —Publishers
Weekly (Starred review)

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-101-2
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-109-8
5.25" X 8" • 288pp. • WORLD
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Craig Rice,
Home Sweet Homicide
Introduction by Otto Penzler
In this light and comic mystery, which
often pokes fun at the conventions of
the genre, the children of single mother and crime writer Marian Carstairs
set out to solve a murder in their otherwise-quiet neighborhood—and aim
to match their mother with a detective
while doing so.
“Well-drawn, eccentric characters bolster this frolicsome and frequently funny book.”—Publishers Weekly
“A genuine midcentury classic.”
—Booklist

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-103-6
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-112-8
5.25" X 8" • 312pp. • WORLD

Mary Roberts Rinehart,
Miss Pinkerton

t

Introduction by Carolyn Hart
Sleuthing nurse Hilda Adams goes behind closed doors at a mansion shrouded in mystery to discover the culprit
behind a murder on the premises. Once
there, she discovers a much more complicated—and much more dangerous—
situation than previously expected.
“Fans of Agatha Christie will be pleased
with this welcome reissue.”—Booklist
“An entertaining puzzle mystery that
stands the test of time.”—Publishers
Weekly

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-269-9
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-138-8
5.25" X 8" • 264pp. • WORLD
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Mary Roberts Rinehart,
The Red Lamp
Introduction by Otto Penzler
A professor inherits a dreary manor,
said to be haunted by the local townspeople. Though skeptical at first, a series of killings soon convinces him of
a malevolent force at work—but as he
tries to settle his mind and identify the
source of violence, he risks incriminating himself instead.
“Fans of eerie whodunits with a supernatural tinge will relish this reissue.”
—Publishers Weekly
(Starred Review)
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Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-102-9
Hardcover, $25.9, ISBN 978-1-61316-113-5
5.25" X 8" • 288pp. • WORLD

Displays available! Shelf-talkers, too!
Ask your rep for details.
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